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Azurite, A Beautiful Mineral ! 
 

Azurite is a soft, deep blue copper mineral produced by weathering of copper ore deposits. It is also known 
as Chessylite after the type found locally at Chessy-les-Mines near Lyon, France.  The mineral, a carbon-
ate, has been known since ancient times, and was mentioned in Pliny the Elder's Natural History under the 
Greek name kuanos (əɡŬɜɧɠ: "deep blue," root of English cyan) and the Latin name caeruleum.  The blue 
of azurite is exceptionally deep and clear, and for that reason the mineral has tended to be associated 
since antiquity with the deep blue color of low-humidity desert and winter skies. The modern English name 
of the mineral reflects this association, since both azurite and azure are derived via Arabic from the Persian 
lazhward ð an area known for its deposits of another deep blue stone, lapis lazuli ("stone of azure"). 

 
 

Photos courtesy of thesphinxandthemilkyway.com,  

trinityminerals.com and geologyin.com 
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Program Meetings: 6:45 - 8:45 
PM on the third Tuesday of each 
month  at the Pasadena Central 
Library at 285 E. Walnut Street. 
Doors open at 6pm.  Guests are 
welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month. Refer to the bulletin and 
website for date, location and 
information 
 
Workshop:  The use of the clubôs 
equipment is available to members 
from 9am to 5pm on the 2nd Sun-
day of each month in our shop at 
97 E. Montecito Ave., Sierra Madre. 
There are two sessions - 9am to 
1pm and 1pm to 5pm. Equipment 
proficiency is required and instruc-
tion is free. Fees are $3 per session 
or $5 for a full day. Bring lunch! 

Membership per calendar year is only 
$25, $15 for a second adult member in 
the same house.  Junior members and 
the third or more adult members at the 
same house are $10. Initiation fee is 
$2.00 per person and membership 
badges are $7.50. Renewals are due 
by the October General Meeting and 
delinquent after December 1st.  Mail 
checks for membership to P.O. Box 
5025, Pasadena CA  91117-0025. 
 
Website: 
 www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org 
Email:  <pasadenalapidary@aol.com>  
 

Board Meetings: 7:00 PM on the first 
Thursday of the month at the         
Castellano Building at 401 W. Colorado 

Blvd Monrovia, CA. A map and        
directions are on the website. All 
members are welcome to attend! 

Safety:  Liability waivers, eye      
protection, closed-toe-flat-heel shoes 
and machinery safe-practices are 
mandatory for all participants. Work-
shops are for adult members and 
junior members 8 and older with adult   
supervision.  

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 
FAIR USE NOTICE. This publication 

may contain copyrighted material the use 

of which has not been specifically 

authorized by the copyright owner.  

 

We are making such material available in 

our efforts to advance the educational 

understanding of the amateur jewelry 

fabrication and rock collecting hobbies. 

 

We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of 

any such copyrighted material as 

provided for in section 107 of the U.S. 

Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 

publication for commercial or purposes of 

your own that go beyond 'fair use', you 

must obtain permission from the 

copyright owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, P.O. Box 

5025, Pasadena CA 91117-0025 

or by email to pasadenalapidary 

at aol.com 

     There being no pressing business 
to come before the board - the meeting 
was cancelled. 
     The February meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, February 2nd at 7pm at 
Mimiôs Caf® in Monrovia. 
     All members are welcome to attend 
the board meetings. It is best to check 
with one of the board members prior to 
the scheduled meeting to confirm the 
time and location. 

Walt Lombardoôs got 100-million-year-
old teeth from a Spinosaurus dinosaur, 

meteorite chunks from the Canyon 
Diablo crater in Arizona and fulgurite 
pieces formed when lightning struck 
the Sahara Desert in Egypt. This 
month Walt explained how meteorites 
survive the trip through our atmosphere 
from the Moon, Mars and elsewhere - 
and the various types that are to be 
found! 

April  Meeting  

Officers 
 

Ellen Ferrell,  President 
(727) 512-0381 

<Ellenbf2007@aol.com> 
 

Mona Ross, Vice President 
(626) 437-0150 

<mlr.attofgrat@gmail.com> 
 

Mark Nelson, Secretary 
(909) 996-1784 

<Mnelsonair@aol.com> 
 

Linda Nelson, CPA, Treasurer 
  (909) 851-4407 

<Lnelsn@verizon.net> 
 

Joe Goetz, Federation Director 
(626) 914-5030      

<joenmar1@verizon.net> 

January Board Meeting                 
by Mark Nelson, Secretary 

 Editorõs Corner 

Dear Members, 
 
Judging by the excitement 
expressed by our members the 

Quartzsite Field Trip was a good one! A number 
of our members laughed in the face of a little rain 
and picked up some real bargains at the Pow 
Wow and other sites! Joe Goetz has selected 
some great locations for 2017 field trips, and has 
left several months open for suggestions from 
members! See the Calendar page of the web 
site. 
 
This month we begin our preparation for one of 
the highlights of our Society - the annual Tourna-
ment Of Gems! All members are encouraged to 

contact Jennifer Jang and reserve one or 
more display cases to show off items they 
have made or acquired. There is no charge 
to use the cases and the club will set them 
up for them. All we have to do is to provide a 
liner for the case that best shows the items 
within. You can read and download tips for 
making a liner and for setting up your case in 
the salmon-colored boxes on the Annual 
Show page of the web site. 
 
To make the show a success we need the 
help of our members to volunteer for the 
venues that we operate. These are: raffle 
ticket sales, grab bag sales, the kids zone 
treasure wheel and sand scoop, security, the 
information desk, the door prize raffle, silent 
auction, maintenance and kitchen.            

The  members in charge of these events will be 
looking for help, and you can email 
<pasadenalapidary@aol.com> with your prefer-
ence of areas where you can help.   
 
Donôt forget set up and take down! - Iôm looking 
for members to help me set up at 8am on Friday 
and take down at 5pm on Sunday! 
 
Please consider writing a short article about one 
of your favorite minerals, a poem or an illustration 
for Rockhound Ramblings. Our members will 
appreciate it! 
 
 

éé.. Mark  

               Mark Nelson, Editor 
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Meeting and General Society Information 

The Annual Club Show is held the 
second weekend of March at the 
Masonic Center, 3130 Huntington 
Drive,  San Marino. 

Advertising - a business card size 
ad is available for $99 per year or 
$10 per edition.  Submit text, logos, 
business card or other copy to the 
editor at the address or email listed 
on this page. 

February Program Meeting 
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Get close-up for this opportunity to 

see how to make your display case 

liner and tips on what makes a good 

display! Marcia Goetz will show us 

just how easy it is!  Once you see 

this done you can ask Jennifer Jang 

to reserve your case for the show! 
 
Come early at 6 p.m. and enjoy coffee 
and light refreshments by Cindy      
Lamarcheôs Hospitality Committee. 
Bring rocks and minerals for identifica-
tion! The display table is for members to 
show items they have collected at   
recent field trips or in their travels.   


