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The Charm of Chrysoprase 
Ancient chrysoprase, a favorite stone for Greeks and Romans, is most prized among the many varie-
ties of chalcedony. When worn in jewelry, chrysoprase has often been confused with imperial jadeite, 
but its deep apple-green color, derived from the occurrence of nickel, is unique among green stones. 
                      ...Continued on page 4...  
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General Meetings: 7:00 PM on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month  at the Pasadena Central 
Library at 285 E. Walnut Street. 
Guests are welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month.  Refer to the bulletin for 
date, location and information.   
 
Workshops and instructions 
are offered in our well-equipped 
shop in Pasadena to all club 
members - normally on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month.  Refer 
to the bulletin for hours and the     
calendar for date changes. Eye 
protection, closed-toe, flat-heel 
shoes and machinery safe  

Membership per calendar year 
is $20, $15 for a second adult 
member in the same house.  
Junior members and the third or 
more members at the same 
house are $10. Initiation fee is 
$2.00 per person and member-
ship badges are $7.50. Renewals 
are due by the October General 
Meeting and delinquent after 
December 31st.  Mail checks for 
membership to P.O. Box 5025, 
Pasadena CA  91117-0025. 
 
Board Meetings: 7:00 PM on 
the second Tuesday of the month 
at One West Bank, 1 E. Foothill  
in Arcadia. All PLS members are 
welcome to attend.  

practices are mandatory for all 
participants. Call a board member 
for the   workshop address. 
 
Workshops and field trips are for 
adult members and juniors with 
direct adult supervision. 

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This 

publication may contain copyrighted 

material the use of which has not 
been specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner.  

 
We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance 

the educational understanding of the 
amateur jewelry fabrication and rock 

collecting hobbies. 

 
We believe this constitutes a 'fair 

use' of any such copyrighted 

material as provided for in section 

107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 
publication for commercial or 

purposes of your own that go 

beyond 'fair use', you must obtain 
permission from the copyright 

owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo 

Maravilla, San Dimas, CA, 

91773.  (909) 996-1784 or by 

email to mnelsonair @aol.com 

Officers present: Marcia & Joe  
Goetz, Carolyn Duncan. 
Chairs & Members present:  Ralph 
& Becky Fregoso, Chris Kyte, Ed 
Imlay, Philip Lahr, Linda Nelson, 
Mark Nelson and Drew Wilson. 
 Officers/Directors Absent:   Vern 
Cliffe, Jim Gersbach, David Kelty 
and Trudy Krose. 
The directors met to review and 
approve the applications for mem-
bership received at the show.  The 
post-show recap and suggestion 
session followed.      

Being prepared to treat injuries in 
the first minutes can make the 
difference between a quick recov-
ery and a long and painful one.  At 
the May meeting we will learn how 
to apply basic first aid treatment to 
common injuries we may encounter 
on a field trip.  We will review how 
to care for wounds, burns, frac-
tures, heat emergencies and how 
to recognize and treat bites from 
poisonous insects and reptiles.  
Members and guests will receive 
the clubôs Field Trip First Aid 
Guide.   

April  Meeting  Officers 
 

Marcia Goetz, President 
(626) 914-5030 

joenmar1@verizon.net 
 

Carolyn Duncan, Vice President 
(909)  593-2781 

gem.quest@verizon.net 
 

Linda Nelson, CPA 
Secretary/Treasurer 

(909) 592-1322 
(909) 394-1276 Fax 
lnelsn@verizon.net 

April Board Meeting                
by Linda Nelson, Secretary 

 Presidentõs Message 

Dear Members, 
 
Last nightôs program on 
petrified wood by the re-
nowned paleobotanist 
Walt Wright was great! 
 

Walt is recognized internationally for his 
knowledge of prehistoric trees and plants 
and has studied petrified examples 
throughout the United States as well as 
overseas. We were privileged to have him 
as our guest speaker! There was a larger 

crowd than usual at the meeting which 
attests to Waltôs popularity.  We were 
able to touch and examine unusual 
examples of petrified wood and Iôm 
sure those at the meeting were not 
d isappo in ted 
that we didnôt 
have a business 
meeting.  
 
The end of May 
is the CFMS 
show in Ventura at the fairgrounds. If 
you have a chance to visit you will see 
a club display case from the Pasadena 

Lapidary Society as we are going to com-
pete as a club against other clubs. Iôd like 
to include an item from each member!  
Contact me to make arrangements. We 
are a talented group and it should be an 
interesting display! 
 
Our field trip to Kramer Junction will be 
May 25 and 26. It is close to several other 
collecting sites and we expect to find many 
rocks ï hopefully before the season gets 
real hot. 
 
See you soon!  éé.. Marcia 
              Marcia Goetz, President 

 

May Meeting 
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Meeting and General Club Information 

The Annual Club Show is held 
the second weekend of March at 
the Masonic Center, 3130    
Huntington Drive,  San Marino. 

Advertising - a business card 
size ad is available for $99 per 
year or $10 per edition.  Submit 
text, logos, business card or 
other copy to the editor at the 
address or email listed on this 
page. 

The club met at 6:30PM for re-
freshments.  Our speaker, Walt 
Wright, was there early, had his 
specimens on display and was 
answering questions. Walt began 
his program at 7pm and when 
the Library began to close at 
8:45pm no one wanted to leave!   
 
After a program of what was 
called ñthe most interesting in 
yearsò Walt Wright identified 
petrified wood for members and 
invited all to join him for an ex-
tended lecture in La Habra the 
following week.   

Walt Wright 



EDUCATIONAL  OUTEACH  

By Ed Imlay 
Chair, Education Committee           

 
On April 5, Ed Imlay visited a group of 4th, 
5th, and 6th grade students at E. O. Law-
rence Elementary School in Garden Grove.  
To schedule a presentation to a group or 
school contact me at (626) 286-8215 or by 
email at edimlay@hotmail.com. 

 
Rock Identification: Would you like to know the name of a rock you have 
acquired?  Set it on the table at the rear of the meeting room with a note 
asking ñWhat is this?ò.  If the interior of the stone is not evident, chip a 
small piece off or ñwindowò it to reveal the interior (if it will not damage the 
appearance of the specimen).   
 
For the May meeting, please display any items of 
general interest, workshop projects, material from 
locations of recent or upcoming field trips, and the 
birthstone of the month: Emerald. 
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Edõs Corner 

Ed Imlay at a local school 

MAY,  2013  

Sunshine: Fred Elsnau continues to do well 
following his surgery in March!  
 
The April workshop was cut short when we 
convinced Drew Wilson to seek treatment for 
an infection on his hand.  He reports that he is 

being treated with special complex antibiotics at a local hospitalôs 
out-patient care center.  
 
If you know anyone who is not feeling up to par, has been sick or lost a 
loved one?  On the silver lining side of things, do you  know who  h as  
achieved a goal, won a personal victory, or done something that deserves 
recognition? The Pasadena Lapidary  Society has a Sunshine Committee 
to send cards and words of comfort and support and congratulations to 
those members who are in need or are deserving of it.  Notify Trudy Krose 

at 323-664-9598 or by email at mikekrose@roadrunner.com. 
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Welcome  

New Members !! 
 

 
Share the lapidary and jewelry hobby. Invite your friends and 
neighbors to one of our monthly meetings to learn more 
about the Pasadena  Lapidary Society!    

WORKSHOP  
The May workshop has been moved up one 
week to the first Sunday of May due to Motherôs 
Day occurring on the second Sunday. Joe Goetz 
and Chris Kyte will be your Workshop Hosts.  
Members are asked to sign in, pay the $2 work-
shop fee.  New members will be attending an 
orientation session by Carolyn Duncan at 
1:30pm  to review the workshop machines.  

Please review the rules and safety information in your Member Handbook. 
ASK QUESTIONS!  
 
The workshop date is on the calendar.  The workshop location is in your 
Member Handbook.  Workshop hours are from 1:00 until 5PM.  Parking is 
on the west side of street - please park compactly along the curb - allowing 
space for others to park behind you.  Alternate parking is available next 
door to the workshop in a paved lot behind the buildings on Foothill Boule-
vard.  Contact a member or call 909-996-1784 if you have difficulty finding 
the workshop address or need directions. 

Meeting Refreshments:  
Linda and Mark Nelson are scheduled to 
bring refreshments to the May meeting!  I 
need your help to make the meetings fun with 
your favorite light snack or goodie.  Sign-up 

for future meetings on the list at the back of the meeting room 
or by contacting me at mikekrose@roadrunner.com or (323) 
664-9598 to offer your help!                         éé. Trudy Krose 

ROCK OF THE MONTH PRESENTATION   
Joe Goetz will talk about Piezoelectric Crystals in 
May.  Each month an adult or junior member pre-
sents a 5-minute talk about a rock, mineral or other 

item of lapidary or   jewelry interest at the monthly meeting. Please 
sign up at the monthly meeting or email Carolyn Duncan. 

NEW WORKSHOP COMMITTEE TO BE FORMED:  The club is seeking 
members to serve on a newly-formed workshop committee.  The purpose 
of this group is to maintain the shop equipment, evaluate costs and set 
fees, maintain safe practices, educate members and serve as workshop 
hosts or foremen.  This group will maintain the organization and cleanli-
ness of the shop and receive donations of equipment, rock specimens and 
supplies on behalf of the club.  They will also determine what equipment, 
furniture and accessories are accepted for the workshop - and which are 
not accepted or sold to club members at auction.  The club is looking for 
people who have skills as a handyman, electrical, mechanical, woodwork-
ing, carpentry, enjoy instructing and interacting with other club members or 
who find it a challenge to get involved in a new club endeavor at the    
beginning!  
 
RSVP your interest and abilities to Carolyn Duncan, VP at her info on page 2. 

Correction: In the April bulletin we implied that the new Cab 
King #6V3 cabbing machine carried by Delta One Lapidary 
was available at a price lower than their advertized price.  I 
was corrected by Juli Dahl, who assured me that their posted 
prices are the lowest that the manufacturers permit.  Delta 
One continues to provide excellent service and advice to all 
of our members who contact them!  
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CHRYSOPRASE 
Gem Profile by Rose Marion 

 
Chrysoprase is the apple-green form of 
chalcedony, instantly recognizable by its 
color, which is caused by nickel. Chryso-
prase can be opaque, semitransparent, 
and even slightly translucent. Chryso-
prase is found in North America 

(including Arizona and California), Europe (including Poland,  
Germany, and Russia), and Australia, and has a Mohs hardness 
of 6-7. Demand for chrysoprase has fluctuated over time:       
Polandôs mines were  popular until they played out around the 
14th century. Chrysoprase was popular again in England in the 
1800s until supply dried up again. A new supply of high-quality 
chrysoprase was discovered in Queensland, Australia in 1965. 
 
Chrysoprase is named simi-
larly to chrysocolla because 
they are both associated with 
gold: "chryso-" refers to gold 
in Greek. While chrysocolla, 
"gold glue," is named be-
cause of its similarity to an 
early gold soldering material, 
chrysoprase comes from the 
Greek for "gold green,"   
although it can also translate 
to "golden leek," which pretty 
much describes the shades 
of green chrysoprase is 
found in. Darker varieties of 
chrysoprase are sometimes 
simply called "prase",      
although this is also used to describe a type of quartz with leek-
green chlorite inclusions, which you can see here. Prase even 
referred to a type of green jasper in the past, although itôs no 
longer used that way in most places. 

 
Real Chrysoprase:  Chryso-
prase is also called Australian 
Jade and spelled chryso-
phrase or chrysophase. 
Chrysoprase can be         
enhanced with dye, and even 
imitated with quartz impreg-
nated with chrome green 
dyes. It is also easy to con-
fuse some chrysoprase with 
jadeite, which is more rare 
than chrysoprase (and thus 
some suppliers label chryso-
prase as jadeite). Some 
chrysoprase that is labeled 

as Chinese chrysoprase is actually simply serpentine. To tell if 
chrysoprase is real or manufactured, like many semiprecious 
stones, look for small inclusions and imperfections throughout 
the stone: if there are absolutely no inclusions, the stone is 
likely worth a lot, treated somehow, or an imitation. 
 
Prase vs Plasma:  Plasma is also a variety of chalcedony with 
green coloring, but this color comes from not nickel, but other 
minerals like amphibole, 
celadonite, and chlorite. 
Plasma also features yel-
low and white coloration. 
 
Chrysoprase in Culture:  
As far as the metaphysical 
value of chrysoprase, it is 
said to encourage hope, 
joy, ease restlessness, and 
even give protection when 
traveling on the ocean.         
Hildegarde von Bingen, the 
12th century abbess and 
mystic,  prescribed chryso-
prase for gout, calming 
anger, and reversing    
bewitchments. Alexander the Great, who lived in the 4th     
century BC, is said to have won his wars with a chrysoprase 
inlaid on his belt; when a snake bit the stone off his belt, he 
suffered military losses and never won another battle ï or so 
the legend goes! 
 
If you are familiar with Europe in the 1700s, or even stories 
such as the Hunchback of Notre Dame, you arenôt surprised 
that public hangings were fairly frequent!  Chrysoprase was 
said to bestow invisibility when placed in the mouth, so      
criminals were said to slip a piece of chrysoprase between their 
lips as they approached the gallows. However, I canôt find any 
record of this plan succeeding! 

Jewelry Making Classes 

Instruction is by Pasadena Lapidary Society member Martha Wilson 
though the Monrovia Adult School. 

Take lapidary to the next level! Personal 
instruction to learn to set & wire-wrap 
stones, make your own wire link, head pins 
& jump rings. Acquire sawing, texturing, 
cold joinery and other basic silver metals-
mithing skills! 

Classes are $50 for 5 weekly sessions - plus basic tools & materials  
Sessions are starting each month. 

To enroll go to: http://www.mcasweb.com  or  call 626-471-3035 

Rose Marion is the Editor of Wire-Sculpture.com.  Her gem profiles often high-
light a lesser-known stone.  Photos for the article were obtained by your editor. 

Beautiful green chrysoprase briolettes dangle from 
gold plated brass leaf post earrings. The post is made 
of sterling silver, gold filled wire has been used to wrap 
the gem.  Artist Juleeôs jewelry inspirations come from 
the ocean and tropical flowers, that she learned to love 
growing up in Newport Beach, California.  
From SurfAndSand at etsy.com.  

This attractive chrysoprase in sterling silver bypass 
ring was created by Grace of ñJessi And The Crew of 
Distinctionò and is listed as item #28898049 at their 
shop ñjetflairò at etsy.com. 

Mary Jean Skiba, a contributor to WireSculpture.com,  
wrapped this chrysoprase cabochon in a custom 
design for a friend: the friend had been told that the 
energy of chrysoprase could help her, and she wanted 
a spiral in the center to symbolize the spiral goddess.  


