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Considering a driving trip?  Consider the Petrified Forest National Park!  As this photo by 
Philip Greenspun shows, this can be a very rewarding adventure!  Only an eight hour drive from 
Southern California this wonderful area can offer beautiful vistas and hands-on visits to hundreds 
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General Meetings: 7:00 PM on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month  at the Pasadena Central 
Library at 285 E. Walnut Street. 
Guests are welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month.  Refer to the bulletin for 
date, location and information.   
 
Workshops and instructions 
are offered in our well-equipped 
shop in Pasadena to all club 
members - normally on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month.  Refer 
to the bulletin for hours and the     
calendar for date changes. Eye 
protection, closed-toe shoes 
and machinery safe practices 

Membership per calendar year 
is $20, $15 for a second adult 
member in the same house.  
Junior members and the third or 
more members at the same 
house are $10. Initiation fee is 
$2.50 per person and member-
ship badges are $7.50. Renewals 
are due by the October General 
Meeting and delinquent after 
December 31st.  Mail checks for 
membership to P.O. Box 5025, 
Pasadena CA  91117-0025. 
 
Board Meetings: 7:00 PM on 
the first Wednesday of the month 
at the One West Bank, 1 E. Foot-
hill  in Arcadia. All PLS members 
are welcome to attend.  

are mandatory for all participants. 
Call a board member for the   
workshop address. 
 
Workshops and field trips are for 
adult members and children with 
direct parental supervision. . 

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This 

publication may contain copyrighted 

material the use of which has not 
been specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner.  

 
We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance 

the educational understanding of the 
amateur jewelry fabrication and rock 

collecting hobbies. 

 
We believe this constitutes a 'fair 

use' of any such copyrighted 

material as provided for in section 

107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 
publication for commercial or 

purposes of your own that go 

beyond 'fair use', you must obtain 
permission from the copyright 

owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo 

Maravilla, San Dimas, CA, 

91773.  (909) 996-1784 or by 

email to mnelsonair @aol.com 

Officers present: Marcia Goetz,  
Carolyn Duncan, Joe Goetz & 
Linda Nelson. 
Chairs & Members present:  
Vern & Sylvia Cliffe, Joe Goetz, 
Ed Imlay, Nadine Ishizu, Dave 
Kelty, Chris Kyte, Mark Nelson, 
and Drew Wilson.   
    Weather-permitting, an ice 
cream social will be held at the 
workshop. The December meet-
ing and ROTY were discussed. 
The club will vote on ROTY at 
the September meeting.   

27 members and 3 guests learned 
that Juniors Paolo Sanchez and 
Tanner Soohoo are making names 
for themselves in the hobby.  Paolo 
has an article published in the  
September 2012 Rock & Gem 
Magazine, and Tanner has an 
account on ETSY.com to sell his 
jewelry!  Congratulations! 
 
Badge Fines of $1.25 and a raffle 
table with crystals, jewelry, tools 
and books, topped by Jim       
Gersbachôs attractive stone neck-
lace earned the club $63! 

The fist half of the Ghost 
Towns video featured Calico, 
Bodie and also Goldfield and 
Gold Point where we will be 
going on our November Field 
Trip.  The second half will be 
shown at the September 
meeting.  Starting this month 
we will feature a 5-minute talk 
by a member about a rock or 
mineral of his or her choice.  
To be scheduled to speak 
about a rock or mineral, 
please contact our Vice   
President, Carolyn Duncan.  

August Meeting Officers 
 

Marcia Goetz, President 
(626) 914-5030 

joenmar1@verizon.net 
 

Carolyn Duncan, Vice President 
(909)  593-2781 

gem.quest@verizon.net 
 

Linda Nelson, Secretary/Treasurer 
(909) 592-1322 

(909) 394-1276 Fax 
lnelsn@verizon.net 

August Board Meeting 

by Linda Nelson, Secretary 

 Presidentõs Message 

Dear Members, 
 
Here we are sliding into 
September leaving August 
behind, and it is (as I com-
ment about the heat) that I 
hear Joe saying ñWhat 
else is new?ò  Well, soon 
enough we will be thinking 

of our next yearôs show in detail, planning our 
Christmas party, and making things and learn-
ing at the workshop.  
 
We need your help in selecting a ROTY 
(Rockhound of the Year) and a location for our 

December meeting.  See page three for 
details! 
 
The planning has started for next yearôs 
show. We still need a show name so put 
on your thinking cap and give us your idea! 
We have a list we created several years 
ago and have used some of them, the 
names that we havenôt used are: Rocks 
Unearthed; Rockhounds Abound; Lapi-
dary, The Lost Art; ñRockôitesò ï Catch It; 
Lapidary, The Multi-faceted Hobby; Gems, 
Jewels & Rocks; Crystamania; Lapidary, 
Itôs Art and Science; Rockhounding is Not 
Just For Fossils (I think the name was to 
dispel the idea was that only older people 
are rockhounds ï thus the reference to 

fossils); Rockhounding For The Next Genera-
tion; Gems For You And Me; Rockhounds Get 
Around; and, Rockhound ï Rock Your World! 
Even though we have a list to work from some-
times the best names are spontaneous.  
Please get your idea to me or to our Secretary. 
 
Also this month is the start of the fieldtrip sea-
son as hopefully temperatures become cooler 
as fall progresses. This month we didnôt plan 
our own field trip but can take advantage of the 
CFMS field trip if desired. There is more    
information further in the bulletin. 
 
Hope Youôre Staying Cool!  

ééé.. Marcia 
    Marcia Goetz, President 
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Meeting and General Club Information 

The Annual Club Show is held 
the second weekend of March at 
the Masonic Hall, 3130 Hunting-
ton Drive,  San Marino. 

Advertising - a business card 
size ad is available for $99 per 
year or $10 per edition.  Submit 
text, logos, business card or 
other copy to the editor at the 
address or email listed on this 
page. 



EDUCATIONAL  OUTEACH  

By Ed Imlay 
Chair, Education Committee           

 
To schedule my interactive presentation to 
school students, contact me at (626) 286-
8215 or at edimlay@hotmail.com for details. 
 
For the September meeting, members can 
display any items of general interest or for 

identification - including workshop projects, material from locations of re-

cent or upcoming field trips, and the birthstone of the month:   Sapphire.   
 
Editorôs note:  Sapphire is named after the Greek word 
ůɎˊűŮɘɟɞɠ (sappheiros) meaning "blue stoneò.     

Sapphires are mined from alluvial deposits or from primary 
underground workings. The mining locations include Burma, 
Madagascar, Sri Lanka, Australia, Thailand, India, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Tanzania, Kenya, and China. 
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Edõs Corner 

Ed Imlay at a local school 

September 2012 

If you know anyone who is not feeling up to par, has 
been sick or lost a loved one?  On the silver lining 
side of things, do you  know wh o  has  achieved 
a goal, won a personal victory, or done something that 
deserves recognition? The Pasadena Lapidary  
Society has a Sunshine Committee to send cards 
and words of comfort and support and congratula-

tions to those members who are in need or are deserving of it.  Notify Trudy 

Krose at 323-664-9598 or by email at mikekrose@roadrunner.com. 
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Welcome  

New Members !! 
 

Welcome Valerie Stathatos and Basem Jibrin!  Valerie lives in 
Pasadena and enjoys field trips, working with stones and jewelry 
making.  Basem, of Hacienda Heights, is the father of member 
Zak Jibrin and enjoys field trips, working with stones, beading and 
all other aspects of our hobby.  
    
Share the lapidary and jewelry hobby. Invite your friends and 
neighbors to become members of the Pasadena  Lapidary Society!    

WORKSHOP  
September - Will be our Ice Cream Social. Bring your favorite ice 
cream, cookies, treats and a folding chair. The club will provide 
soft drinks and water.  Start new projects, finish old ones, or to 

make something for our next yearôs show!  The Workshop Host for Sep-
temberôs is Joe Goetz.  To offer to be a workshop host, contact our presi-
dent, Marcia Goetz. 
 The workshop date is on the calendar.  Workshop hours are from 
1:30 until 5PM.  Parking is on the west side of street - please park com-
pactly along the curb so that others will have room to park behind you.  
Alternate parking is available next door to the workshop in a paved lot 
behind the buildings on Foothill Boulevard.  Contact a member or call 909-
996-1784 for workshop address and directions. 

This month we will vote for our ROCK-
HOUND OF THE YEAR.  Rockhound of the 
Year is an honor given to current or former 
club members by their peers in recognition of 
their contributions and/or sacrifices involved 
with our club and hobby.  This honor was  

presented last in 2010 to members Joe and Marcia Goetz. Please 
email your nomination, along with a brief description of the       
personôs activity in our hobby and contribution to our club, to our   
Secretary (contact info on page 2). 

Meeting Refreshments: Thank you to 
those who brought refreshments to the 
August meeting! Lisa Griffy, Corrine and 
Ed Imlay have volunteered to bring 
refreshments in September.  Contact 
Trudy Krose at (323) 664-9598 to offer 
your help!    

At this monthôs meeting we will be    
deciding on a location for the Tuesday, 
December 18th Holidays Meeting. We 
are asking members to help with ideas 
and locations.  It should be indoors (or 
otherwise well lighted and heated), have 
close-in parking and offer tables, chairs 

and electricity for our group.  At this meeting we will have a meal 
(pot luck), recognize member contributions, install officers and 
directors, and have a blind gift exchange. The club has a budget 
to cover some expenses associated with this meeting. Send your 
ideas, locations and details to our Secretary (contact on page 2). 
 
An idea example:  Marcia Goetz learned that the San Marino  
Masonic Center (where we have our annual show) is available and 
that we could have it all day if we wanted to incorporate a class 
such as beading, chain making or wire wrapping. 

Editorõs Quiz: The winner of this monthôs adult quiz was Ed Imlay, who 
correctly identified the second moon of August as a BLUE MOON.  There 
were no correct responses to our Juniors Quiz as to the number of dino-
saur bones found at La Brea Tar Pits.  See page 6 for this monthôs quiz. 

Articles and photographs printed in this bulletin are as credited to their 
author.  Items not so credited are written by the Editor.  Photographs not 
credited are from the public domain and are used for educational       
purposes.  Articles and photographs submitted for publication are       
welcome and must be received by the 15th of the prior month.  The editor 
reserves the right to edit any article submitted for publishing. 
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of acres of petrified trees! Petrified wood found in the park and 
the surrounding region is made 
up of almost solid quartz. Each 
piece is like a giant crystal,  
often in the sunlight as if      
covered by glitter. The rainbow 
of colors is produced by impuri-
ties in the quartz, such as iron, 
carbon, and Over 200 million 
years ago, the logs washed into 
an ancient river system and 
were buried quick enough and 
deep enough massive amounts 
of sediment and debris also 
carried in the water, that oxygen was cut off and decay slowed to 
a process that would now take centuries. 
 
Minerals, including silica dissolved from volcanic ash, into the 
porous wood over hundreds and thousands of years crystallized 
within the cellular structure, replacing the organic material as it 
broke down over time. Sometimes crushing or decay left cracks 
in the logs. Here large jewel-like crystals of clear quartz, purple 
amethyst, yellow citrine, and smoky quartz formed. 
 
Most of the trees have been given the name Araucarioxylon ari-
zonicum, Woodworthia Schilderia and two other species in small 
quantities in the park. Though only seven species of tree have 
been identified through petrified wood, over 200 species of plants 
have currently been identified from other Triassic fossils, such as 
leaves, pollen, and spores. 
 
Petrified trees today lie strewn across clay hills and within cliff 
faces; each log broken into large segments. The quartz within the 
petrified wood is hard and brittle, fracturing easily when subjected 
to stress. During the gradual uplifting of the Colorado Plateau, 

starting about 60 
million years ago, 
the still buried 
petrified trees 
were under so 
much stress they 
broke like glass 
rods. The crystal 
nature of the 
quartz created 
clean fractures, 
evenly spaced 

along the tree trunk, giving the appearance today of logs cut with 
a chainsaw.   
 
Information and photos provided by the National Park Service  
http://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm After visiting the Petrified Forest, 
stop by the Dobell Ranch and collect great petrified wood specimens.  
See their ad on this page! 

(Continued from page 1) Tar Pits Trip Deepens Mystery 
 

The August field trip to La Brea 
Tar Pits was a good one  The 
cooler morning hours allowed club 
members an opportunity to view 
the bubbling tar pools, the          
on-going excavations at Pit 91 & 
Project 23 and even to see 
ñLevitated Massò, the 680,000 
pound megalithic rock next door 
at the Los Angeles County      
Museum of Art.  At 11am we   
enjoyed an excellent guided tour 
of the exhibits of some of the 
more than 1 million ice age bones 
at the Page Museum.  We were 

educated by PLS club member Dr. Davis Coghill that one find 
not currently exhibited is the 10,000 year old remains of La 
Brea Woman which were found in the excavations in 1914. 
 
Dr. Coghill brought an object for museum experts to help   
identify.  It seems that his father had found an item near 
Gallup, New Mexico, that closely resembles a fossilized bone.  
Dr. Coghill theorizes that the object could be a fossilized bone 
or even petrified wood and wanted to get confirmation from the 
experts.  After microscopic examina-
tion of the object, museum expert 
Christopher Shaw expressed his 
opinion that the object was probably 
a fossilized growth from around a 
prehistoric spring, and gave Dr. 
Davis Coghill a referral to an expert 
at the Museum of Natural History in 
Los Angeles.  Stay tuned as the 
mystery continues! 

AZ-77 south from the center of Holbrook.  At the intersec-
tion of US 180, turn left for 12.6 miles.  Turn left at a white 
sign for the historic visitors museum with a drawing of a 

female deer and a bell (Doe-Bell).  Drive the 
old paved highway lined with petrified wood 
until it ends at the Dobell Ranch.  Ask for 
Gordon Dobell or Tonya Black!  Fill your 5-gallon bucket with    
petrified wood or select larger pieces for your own museum! 
 

Show a copy of this ad for a Special Rock Club Discount! 

DoBell Ranch 
Petrified wood.   
- Photo by Editor. 

Tonya Black 

Right:  Davis Coghill and Mark 

Nelson examine underside of 

ñLevitated Massò. 

Dr. Davis Coghill holding unidentified 
specimen in front of reconstructed 
giant ground sloth bones at the Page 
Museum. 

Dobell Ranch Petrified Wood 
Holbrook, Arizona 

Great selection and prices on petrified wood!  
Open every day!   

http://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm

