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PETRIFIED WOOD.  Few things in life are as much fun as walking under a clear blue sky and finding a piece of petrified wood. The 
thought that you are holding what was once a beautiful tree that has been preserved in its original shape and look as a solid rock for   
sharing among your family, friends and school classmates - millions of years later - is unlike any other.  Unlike most fossils, which are 
often impressions left in rock, petrified wood is the name given to a special type of fossilized remains of vegetation that once grew on our 
planet.  The words ñPetrified Woodò derive from the Greek root petro meaning "rock" or "stone"; literally "wood turned into stone".  
 
The two questions most often asked are:  How can real wood last so long, and how can wood become so hard that it can last for millions 
of years?  The simple answers are that there is actually no real wood left in the sample you are holding.  Millions of years ago our world 
was a very wet and marshy place.  The continents were massed at the equator and the land was swamps covered with a great variety of 
plants and trees.  When the tree or plant died it fell or was knocked to the wet, muddy, ground where it was covered by water.  The rains 
brought a flow of mud containing dirt, silt and sand which covered the wood and preserved it from rotting.  That which remains preserved 
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General Meetings: 7:00 PM 
each month on the third 
Wednesday at the Pasadena 
Central Library at 285 E. Walnut 
Street. Guests are welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month.  Refer to the bulletin for 
date, location and information.   
 
Workshops are offered in our 
we l l-equ ipped shop in        
Pasadena to all members - 
normally on the 2nd Sunday of 
each month.  Refer to the    
bulletin for hours and the     
calendar for date changes. Eye 
protection, closed-toe shoes 
and machinery safe practices 

Membership per calendar year 
is $20,  $15 for a second adult 
member in the same house. Jun-
ior members and third or more 
members at the same house are 
$10. Initiation fee is $2.50 per 
person and membership badges 
are $7.50.    Renewals are due 
by the  October General Meeting 
and delinquent after December 
31st.  Mail membership checks to 
P.O. Box 5025, Pasadena CA  
91117-0025. 
 
Board Meetings: 7:00pm on the 
first Wednesday of the month at 
the One West Bank, 1 E. Foothill  
in Arcadia. All PLS members are 
welcome to attend.  

are mandatory for all participants. 
Call a board member for the   
workshop address 
 
Workshops and field trips are for 
adult members and children with 
direct parental supervision.   
 
The Annual Club Show is held 
the second weekend of March at 
the Masonic Hall, 3130 Hunting-
ton Drive,  San Marino. 
 
Advertising - a business card 
size ad is available for $99 per 
year or $10 per edition.  Submit 
text, logos, business card or other 
copy to the editor at the address 
or email listed on this page. 

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This 

publication may contain copyrighted 

material the use of which has not 
been specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner.  

 
We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance 

the educational understanding of the 
amateur jewelry fabrication and rock 

collecting hobbies. 

 
We believe this constitutes a 'fair 

use' of any such copyrighted 

material as provided for in section 
107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 

publication for commercial or 

purposes of your own that go 

beyond 'fair use', you must obtain 
permission from the copyright 

owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo 

Maravilla, San Dimas, CA, 

91773.  (909) 996-1784 or by 

email to mnelsonair @aol.com 

Meeting and General Club Information 

Officers present:  C. Kyte,        
C. Lopez. .Absent: M. Nelson.  

Chairs/Members present:         

V. Cliffe, S. Cliffe,  J. Goetz, M. 

Goetz, M. Kyte, E. Imlay,          

D. Wilson and: D. Kelty.   The 

upcoming nominations were 

discussed  - as were upcoming 

field trips and workshops.  Mem-

bers are urged to volunteer to 

help on committees. 

PLS Education Chair 

Ed Imlay presented 

the talk that he gives 

to students and civic 

groups.  It explained 

the basics of rocks and 

included a lot of hands-on activi-

ties.  Itôs no wonder that Ed is in 

such demand as a speaker in our 

local schools! 

 

Members will enjoy some 

great rocks donated as raffle 

prizes by Sylvia and Vern 

Cliffe..  

Chris Kyte has scheduled a 

great speaker from a local 

business for the October 

Meeting.   We will also receive 

nominations for the clubôs 

elected positions.  

September  Meeting Officers 

 
Chris Kyte, President 

(626) 794-0519  

ckyte60@att.net 
 

Cheryl Lopez, Secretary 

(626)  351-6283 
rclopez002@verizon.net 

 
Mark Nelson, Treasurer 
(909) 996-1784 

September Board Meeting 

by Mark Nelson, Treasurer 

 Presidentõs Message 

The Whittier club will be 
having their annual 
show this month on the 
15th and the 16th. Letôs 
all support our sister 
organization and enjoy 
their interesting displays 
and vendors. The show 

will be at the Whittier Community   
Center at 7630 Washington in Whittier 
from 10 to 5 each day.  
 
Our shared field trip for this month will 

be to the Whittier club claim just past 
Barstow on I-15 at the Fort Irwin exit. 
You will find more information in the 
field trips section of this bulletin.  
 
We have held the first 2012 Show  
meeting for our club and the planning is 
going well! The various chairpersons 
will be asking for your assistance soon. 
Please commit  to several time slots so 
there will be enough help in each     
project. We will be gathering on the 
Thursday (March 8th) before the show 
at the Masonic Temple to work on   
display cases that are in need of repair 

and cleaning. On Friday we will set up 
the cases and prepare the kitchen and 
dealer booths. On Saturday and Sunday 
we will need volunteers for hosts, mem-
bership table, raffle table, demonstra-
tions, sand scoop, silent auction, wheel 
of fortune, and kitchen help. On Sunday 
evening we will need a crew to assist in 
take down and clean up. Thanks in    
advance for everyoneôs participation! 
 
Donôt forget that everyone needs to   
renew their membership - so get your 
dues in as soon as you can! 
                        é Chris Kyte, President 

 

October Meeting 
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