
PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
November 2, 2017

A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Pasadena Lapidary Society (PLS), a California
corporation, was held on Thursday, August 3, 2017 at 7:00 P.M., Pacific Time, at Matt
Denny's Ale House Restaurant, 145 Huntington Drive, Arcadia, CA 91006.

Present:
Officers - Ellen Ferrell, President; Mona Ross, Vice President; Mark Nelson, Secretary; 
Linda Nelson, Treasurer; Joe Goetz, Federation Director.
Standing Committee Chairs & Trustees - Carolyn Duncan, Joan Harrison, Chris Kyte and
Marcia Goetz.

Officers/SC Chairs/Directors Absent: Jennifer Jang and Elizabeth Weston. 

Also Present: None

Counsel Present:  There was no counsel present
Attendees participating via telephone or electronically: None

Call to Order:  President Ellen Ferrell called the meeting to order at 7:18 P.M. and
welcomed everyone to the meeting. There was no request to electronically record this
meeting.  Of the 11 voting Officers and Directors, 9 were confirmed present and a quorum
was declared.

REPORTS
Secretary's Report:  
• Approval of the Minutes: Ellen stated that there was not a quorum for a meeting in

September, and that there were amendments requested for the August minutes.
The August and October minutes will be deferred to the December meeting. Mark
Nelson was requested to make June and July minutes available to the Board. Mark
will see that they are available to board members.

• Correspondence: Mark Nelson reported that, other than routine bank statements
and membership applications, there was no correspondence of note. 

Treasurer's Report:
• Linda Nelson distributed a financial report through October 31, 2017. 
• She reported that she had received approximately $200 in funds from Ellen,

reflecting income from Society activities.
• A question was submitted regarding the show budget. Linda will review and have

an updated budget at the December meeting.
• It was determined that the keys to the safe deposit box cannot be found. It was

approved that Linda will arrange for the box to be drilled and that Mona will be
invited to attend. The board agreed to place any original (and copies of key
documents when the original is not available) in the box. There are to be 2 keys.
One held by the Treasurer and the other by the President.

Page 1



Vice President's Report:
• Mona Ross reported that she is scheduling Brad Smith to speak at the next 

monthly program. Since November is our elections there will not be a Rock Of The
Month (ROTM) speaker. 

Federation Report:
Federation Director Joe Goetz reported:
• He attended the 2017 CFMS Directors meeting. At this time there is not a host for

a 2018 CFMS show, but he will report on one as soon as it is confirmed.

Field Trip Report: 
Joe Goetz reported that
• The field trips for November will be a visit to the Whittier Claim and areas around

Barstow on November 4th and 5th. Over the Thanksgiving weekend there will be a
field trip to Afton Canyon.

• Joe said that, in 2018, he intends to format the notice of field trips in order to
eliminate participation by other clubs that can result in dozens of cars in a caravan.
The exact format of the field trips has not been defined, but might include only a
general reference to the field trip in the bulletin, with dates and details available at
meetings or by calling him.

• There will not be a field trip in December.

Trustees Report: 
Chris, Joe and Marcia reported that there was nothing for this meeting from the Trustees.

Bulletin Report:
• Mark Nelson reported that the bulletin had been completed, printed and sent to all

members.
• Mark requested that the directors’ reports be submitted by the 15th of the month.

Web Site Report:
• Mark Nelson reported that the website is updated to reflect current activities.
• Ben Shutman has offered to be a part of the web site committee and Mark said that

his help and suggestions will be welcomed. Mark will contact him and suggest ways
that they can work together.

Display Report: 
Paolo Sanchez was not present and there was no report. 
• It was noted that Paolo and the display table have been active at the monthly

program meetings.

Education Report: 
Joan Harrison reported
• She had been in contact with the Music Center Education coordinator regarding

speaking at upcoming events. There may be an opportunity to do this in 2018.
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Membership Report:
Marcia Goetz reported:
• Marcia suggested that the board adopt a policy whereby membership applications

from people who had not perfected their applications in the past six months be
dropped from further consideration. Motion by Joe Goetz, second by Chris Kyte and
was approved. 

• Marcia gave Linda checks for membership renewal that she had received.
• Mark Nelson noted that Mark Balthazor (husband of Sonia Schwartz Balthazor) had

submitted an application and has completed three activities and is eligible for
membership. A motion for approval was made by Mark, seconded by Joe, and it
was approved.

• Marcia requested that the applications contain the following wording: 1.“non-
refundable” as pertaining to the application fee; 2. “six months to complete
application process”; 3. “Please make a copy of this application for your records”.
There was no objection voiced, and Mark will make the changes.

• Marcia suggested that if an applicant does not attend activities to become a
member after six months, their application would no longer be considered active.
There was no objection voiced.

Historian/Publicity:
Elizabeth Weston was absent and Ellen read a statement from Elizabeth about increasing
junior member involvement. Ellen noted that AFMS has a program for ages 8 - 17. She
said that any activity would not take place at a meeting or workshop. Joan Harrison
expressed interest in the idea. After a discussion Ellen deferred further discussion and
action to a future date. 

Hospitality and Refreshments:
Cindy Lamarche was absent and Linda Nelson read her report about the December 9th

Holiday Party. Linda reminded board members that Cindy is looking fo instructors at the
crafting portion of the afternoon. Set-up will either be the morning of the event or the night
before. Help will be appreciated. Cindy is working on the program for the evening and
board members were invited to contact her.

 Workshop: 
Carolyn Duncan reported:
• The Society owns a drum of saw oil which is stored at Victor’s shop in a safe place.

There was a discussion about what to do with the oil, selling it to members or
keeping it for future needs. It was determined that the drum is safe in the factory’s
drum and that it will be used in the future.

• Carolyn expressed a concern that the CFMS Safety Guide was directed at her
operation of the workshop. Mark assured her that it was not. 

• Carolyn reported that donated grit is almost used up, and that if we intend to have
rocks tumbled for the Society we will need to purchase more. 

Show Report:
• There was no show report.
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Ways & Means: 
Carolyn Duncan reported:
• The donation of slabs from the Winnie Way home is being used by the workshop

for members and projects.
• Mona Ross reported that she had accepted a donation of sea shells from Sharon

Yu, via Nadine Ishizu. Mona is holding the donation and will get a list of the items
to Linda Nelson for a tax donation letter. 

• Ellen reported that Chris picked up a donation of slabs, fossils and other items from
Michelle Matti. Ellen will provide an inventory of the items to Linda so that a
donation receipt letter can be issued.

Librarian Report:   
Director Jennifer Jang was absent and there was no report.

Sunshine:
Cindy Lamarche was absent and there was not report. 

Old Business
A. Operating Regulations. Ellen Ferrell will distribute copies of the draft OR’s to the

board. Mona Ross noted problems with the draft and suggested that the board take
time to review each item and that it be done when time could be given to address
it. Joe suggested a day after Thanksgiving. Joan and Linda suggested that the
board start the December meeting at 6pm and work through dinner. Ellen asked for
a motion to alter the format of the December board meeting agenda. Motion by
Linda to start December meeting at 6pm and to make it the sole order of business.
Second by Joe and was approved.

New Business
1. Rockhound Of The Year:

Linda Nelson and Joan Harrison counted the ballots and it was determined that the
2018 ROTYs are Carolyn Duncan and Mona Ross. The JROTY is Paolo Sanchez.
Mark Nelson offered to have the awards created.

Adjournment: Next Meeting – It was recognized that the next PLS Board Meeting will be
Thursday, December 7th, 2017 at 6:00 P.M. in the same location as this meeting. President
Ferrell declared the meeting to be adjourned at 9:40 P.M. Pacific Time.

Respectfully submitted by
Mark Nelson, Secretary
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