
PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
July 6, 2017 PRELIMINARY

A meeting of the Board of Directors (BOD) of the Pasadena Lapidary Society (PLS), a
California corporation, was held on Thursday, July 6, 2017 at 7:00 P.M., Pacific Time, at
Matt Denny's Ale House Restaurant, 145 Huntington Drive, Arcadia, CA 91006.

Present:
Officers - Ellen Ferrell, President; Mona Ross, Vice President; Mark Nelson, Secretary; 
Linda Nelson, Treasurer; Joe Goetz, Federation Director.
Standing Committee (SC) Chairs & Trustees - Carolyn Duncan, Joan Harrison and Marcia
Goetz.

Officers/SC Chairs/Directors Absent: Chris Kyte, Jennifer Jang and Elizabeth Weston. 

Also Present: Ferdie Sanchez and Paolo Sanchez
Counsel Present:  There was no counsel present
Attendees participating via telephone or electronically: None

Call to Order:  President Ellen Ferrell called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. and
welcomed everyone to the meeting. She requested that she be permitted to electronically
record this meeting. There were no objections.  Of the 11 voting Officers and Directors,
8 were confirmed present and a quorum was declared.

REPORTS
Secretary's Report:  
• Approval of the Minutes: Mark Nelson reported that the minutes of the board

meeting of June, 2017, had been previously distributed to Board members via
email. Mark Nelson moved approval which received a second and was approved
with one correction.

• Correspondence: Mark Nelson reported that, other than routine bank statements
and membership applications, there was no correspondence of note. 

Treasurer's Report:
• Linda Nelson distributed a financial report. 
• She recommended that the Society move $5,000.00 of funds from the checking

account to a 12 or 13 month certificate of deposit at One West Bank. 
• It was moved and seconded to accept the report and recommendation as

submitted, and the motion passed.

Vice President's Report:
• Mona Ross reported that she is scheduling speakers for both the monthly program

and ROTM speaker. has renewed the Society’s use of the Library for our monthly
Program Meeting. She also reported:

• She has scheduled Philip Chang to speak on Japanese Viewing Stones at the July
meeting. This will require a fee of $50. Paolo Sanchez will present a ROTM talk
about radioactive rocks.
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• In August the ROTM speaker will be Paolo Sanchez, part 2 of Radioactive Rocks.
The main speaker will be Courtney Richards, the principal paleontologist for Paleo
Solutions, Inc. of Monrovia, will talk about her work of  documenting, excavation,
collection and curation of artifacts and fossils uncovered during construction
projects. She is expected to bring examples of fossils that have been unearthed.

• Mona is working on a main program for the September meeting, and has scheduled
Cori Solan for the ROTM talk about Benitoite. 

• The October Program Meeting will be on the 24th in lieu of the 17th. David Lacy will
speak on Opals.

• There is currently no speaker for November.

Federation Report:
Federation Director Joe Goetz reported:
• He attending the CFMS Directors Meeting in Ventura this month.
• It was his opinion that the CFMS/AFMS show in Ventura was well represented by

PLS members. 
• He was is in charge of the “Club Central” recruiting table and appreciated the

support from PLS members in staffing the table.

Field Trip Report: 
Joe Goetz reported that
• The field trip for June July will be to BH Beads in Pomona. Mark & Linda Nelson will

lead the trip on Saturday, July 8th.
• He said that there is a bill before the California Legislature to reopen the Clear

Creek area to collectors. He will continue to report on this as it develops.
• At this time there is no firm plan for a field trip in August, but he is working with Mark

Nelson for ideas of a day trip.

Trustees Report: 
Joe and Marcia reported that there was nothing for this meeting from the Trustees.

Bulletin Report:
• Mark Nelson reported that the bulletin had been completed, printed and sent to all

members. It features the awards received by Pasadena Lapidary Society and its
members.

• Mark requested that the directors’ reports be submitted by the 15th of the month.
• He said that the Society’s activities which were documented in our 2016 Yearbook

enabled the Pasadena Lapidary Society to receive the #1 Gold All American Club
award, as the BEST lapidary club in North America!

Web Site Report:
• Mark Nelson reported that the website is updated to reflect current activities.
• He said that he entered our web site into competitive judging and that it was judged

to be 5th among the 108 clubs in the California Federation. 
• Ellen said that Ben Shutman has offered to be a part of the web site committee and

Mark said that his help and suggestions will be welcomed.
• Mark reported that web site access data has been given to Bruce Lamarche for safe

keeping.
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Display Report: 
Paolo Sanchez reported
• The display table will be active at the monthly program meetings. 
• He is asking that members who have an item that they would like to be identified

send photos of it to him by email at <yosemitepaolo@gmail.com>.

Education Report: 
Joan Harrison reported
• At this time there are no presentations planned for July.
• She asked that board members note her new email address. 

Membership Report:
Marcia Goetz reported:
• Membership applications have been received from Vicki Davis and William Stuppy. 
• Mark Nelson noted that Vicki Davis has completed three activities and moved

approval for membership. This was seconded by Joe Goetz, and it was approved.
• It was noted that no waivers have been received from Davis or some of the other

new members who have not been to the workshop. Mark was directed to provide
waivers to new members Davis and Farrin and to provide a list of other members
who do not have a waiver on file at the Workshop.

• Marcia asked that the Treasurer provide a list of dues received for the 2017
membership year. 

• The application of Robert Lee was reviewed. It was determined that the application
did not meet the requirements of the Society. Upon a motion by Carolyn Duncan,
Second by Mona Ross, the application was denied. The Secretary was directed to
return Robert Lee’s application fee with a letter.  

• Marcia noted that it was the decision of the Board that all application fees be
immediately given to the Treasurer for deposit and asked that the board make a
motion to allow her to turn over application funds currently being held by her. Joe
Goetz moved approval, second by Mark Nelson and it was approved. The funds in
the possession of the Membership Chair were given to the Treasurer following the
vote.   

Show Report:
• Marcia Goetz announced that a wrap-up meeting for the 2017 show is scheduled

for Arcadia Park at 9am on Saturday, July 15th.
• Marcia moved that the email approval by the Board of having a 2018 show be

ratified at this time. The motion was seconded by Linda Nelson and was approved.

Workshop: 
Carolyn Duncan reported:
• The July workshop will provide instruction on etching metal by Jacci Cooper. 
• The 24" saw, with a new motor from Covington, is almost up and running. Covington

will fabricate a mount for the feeder system. 
• Ray Ritchey, of the Monrovia Club, gave Carolyn a sketch for making craft airplanes

from rock slices.  
• Carolyn left her small drill press at the Workshop in case members would like to

practice drilling holes in rocks. 

Page 3



Ways & Means: 
Carolyn Duncan reported that there will be a rock sale on July 22nd and 23rd for members,
families and guests at the storage building belonging to Victor Castellano.  Mark was
asked to send out details to members, and to provide hand-outs for the July Program
Meeting.

Librarian Report:   
Director Jennifer Jang was absent and there was no report.

Hospitality and Refreshments:
Cindy Lamarche, Chair, was absent.  Committee member Linda Nelson reported that the
Hospitality Committee has received numerous requests from our members to hold a
boutique sale and requested approval from the Board to hold such an event.  Members
would be able to sell items that they made or accumulated. There would also be a small
display area and a PLS Information table. The sale would pay for itself from fees paid by
the members who would contract with the board for the privilege of selling at the event. 

Linda explained that the Committee felt that, from the aspect of our goals and mission
statement, this members sale has a circular benefit.

1.  The public will benefit by being able to see and acquire items of lapidary, and
related, art.
2.  Our members will benefit by being able to sell surplus items they have made or
acquired.
3.  PLS will benefit by furthering the education of the public in lapidary and by
having happy and involved members who are interested in sharing the hobby with
the public.
4.  PLS and its members will want to have more of these sales – and back to #1
again.

There were mixed pleasure and concern expressed by members in attendance. It was
noted that a second “show” would earn bonus points in the All American Club contest.
There were only two concerns – 1) If the Bylaws permitted this activity and (2) If the
activity would violate IRS regulations.  

Linda Nelson was asked to provide a report for the Board to review and enable approval
at the August meeting.
  
Sunshine:
Cindy Lamarche was absent and there was no report.

Historian/Publicity:
Elizabeth Weston was absent and there was no report.

Old Business
A. Operating Regulations. Chris Kyte will hold meetings to finalize the format of the

operating regulations. 
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New Business
1. Speakers Bureau – Mark Nelson suggested that the Society identify members who

would enjoy speaking to groups about some aspect of our hobby. The Society
would then be able to market a “Speakers Bureau” of those people who could
respond to requests for speakers. Details will be worked out in coming months.

Adjournment: Next Meeting – It was recognized that the next PLS Board Meeting will be
Thursday, August 3, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. in the same location as this meeting. President
Ferrell declared the meeting to be adjourned at 9:20 P.M. Pacific Time.

Respectfully submitted by

Mark Nelson, Secretary
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