
PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
August 3, 2017

A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Pasadena Lapidary Society (PLS), a California
corporation, was held on Thursday, August 3, 2017 at 7:00 P.M., Pacific Time, at Matt
Denny's Ale House Restaurant, 145 Huntington Drive, Arcadia, CA 91006.

Present:
Officers - Ellen Ferrell, President; Mona Ross, Vice President; Mark Nelson, Secretary; 
Linda Nelson, Treasurer; Joe Goetz, Federation Director.
Standing Committee Chairs & Trustees - Carolyn Duncan, Joan Harrison, Chris Kyte and
Marcia Goetz.

Officers/SC Chairs/Directors Absent: Jennifer Jang and Elizabeth Weston. 

Also Present: Gloria Biesterfeld, Cindy Lamarche (Hospitality Committee) and Ben
Shutman

Counsel Present:  There was no counsel present
Attendees participating via telephone or electronically: None

Call to Order:  President Ellen Ferrell called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and
welcomed everyone to the meeting. There was no request to electronically record this
meeting.  Of the 11 voting Officers and Directors, 9 were confirmed present and a quorum
was declared.

REPORTS
Secretary's Report:  
• Approval of the Minutes: Mark Nelson reported that the minutes of the board

meeting of July, 2017, had been previously distributed to Board members via email.
Joe Goetz moved approval which received a second from Mona Ross and was
approved without correction.

• Correspondence: Mark Nelson reported that, other than routine bank statements
and membership applications, there was no correspondence of note. 

Treasurer's Report:
• Linda Nelson distributed a financial report for July, 2017. 
• She reported that she had moved $5,000.00 of funds from the checking account to

a 90 day certificate of deposit at One West Bank. The shorter term of the CD was
to achieve a “laddering” of the maturity dates. Once this certificate matures it will be
renewed for another 12 months, unless otherwise determined by the Board.

• Linda reported that she does not have the safe deposit box key and inquired as to
its whereabouts from previous treasurers and presidents. The bank says it was last
accessed in 2004. We currently pay $30 per year for the box and it would cost
approximately $150 to drill and re-key the lock. The board members will look for the
key and the item will be revisited at a future board meeting.
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• Marcia Goetz requested reimbursement for 10 PLS XL tee shirts which was
authorized by Ellen Ferrell, who has the shirts and will sell them at upcoming
workshops. Mark Nelson moved approval, second by Marcia Goetz and was
approved.

• The financial report was accepted without a motion. 

Vice President's Report:
• Mona Ross reported that she is scheduling speakers for both the monthly program

and Rock Of The Month (ROTM) speaker. She also reported that:
< She has scheduled Courtney Richards, of Paleo Solutions, to speak at the

August meeting about her work of  documenting, excavation, collection and
curation of artifacts and fossils uncovered during construction projects. Paolo
Sanchez will present a ROTM talk about radioactive rocks - part 2. 

< In September, Ken Rogers will speak about imitation rocks and beads and
Cori Solan will present the ROTM talk about Benitoite.

< There was a concern about the function of the projector at the Library’s
auditorium and she will inquire about its operation and if another is available.

• Mona reported that she will chair the Rockhound Of The Year program and will
collect nominations at all upcoming events.

• Ben Shutman expressed concern for security during the monthly meetings. This
was in response to the Library’s wheelchair ramp being out of service and the public
entering the Library through the Auditorium during our meeting. The board
members acknowledged his concern but did not want to press the Library on the
issue.

Federation Report:
Federation Director Joe Goetz reported:
• The company hosting the CFMS web page has changed and, currently, there are

issues with access to the CFMS web site.
• He said that it was his understanding that Jim Brace-Thompson was stepping down

as the chair of the Juniors Activities. 

Field Trip Report: 
Joe Goetz reported that
• The field trip for August will be to the San Bernardino County Museum on Saturday,

August 26th. It will be lead by Mark and Linda Nelson. Mark & Linda reported that
they had scouted the location and met with museum staff to prepare for the trip. 

• Joe said that there is a possibility of a field trip to Big Bear in September.

Trustees Report: 
Chris, Joe and Marcia reported that there was nothing for this meeting from the Trustees.

Bulletin Report:
• Mark Nelson reported that the bulletin had been completed, printed and sent to all

members.
• Mark requested that the directors’ reports be submitted by the 15th of the month.

Page 2



Web Site Report:
• Mark Nelson reported that the website is updated to reflect current activities.
• Ben Shutman has offered to be a part of the web site committee and Mark said that

his help and suggestions will be welcomed.

Display Report: 
Paolo Sanchez was not present and there was no report. 
• It was noted that Paolo and the display table have been active at the monthly

program meetings.

Education Report: 
Joan Harrison reported
• She expressed her thanks to Janie Duncan for her interactive table at the Culver

City Show on July 8th and 9th.
• She expressed her thanks, also, to Phil Lahr had donated “yard fossil castings” that

she will use during school presentaions. 
• Joan reported that she has developed a workshop about mineral pigments and their

traditional uses that connects to Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and
Visual Arts (VAPA) standards.

• She continues to gather and develop a workshop about fossils that connects to
NGSS standards for elementary and 6th grades. 

Membership Report:
Marcia Goetz reported:
• Membership applications from Eugene and Ellen Kim, Debbie Matsuda and her

child (Jaden) and mother (Leonore) have been received and they have met the
three activity requirements. Linda moved approval, second by Mona and they were
approved.

• Mark Nelson noted that William Stuppy has completed three activities and is eligible
for membership. A motion for approval was made by Mona, seconded by Carolyn,
and it was approved.

• The matter of having waivers signed for the owner of the Workshop was discussed
and it was determined that no workshop waiver would be required of a member until
they attended the workshop.

• Marcia requested that the applications contain the wording “non-refundable” as
pertaining to the application fee. There was no objection voiced.

• Marcia suggested that if an applicant does not attend activities to become a
member after six months, their application would no longer be considered active.
There was no objection voiced.

Show Report:
• Marcia Goetz announced that a wrap-up meeting for the 2017 show was held July

15th, and that there will be another meeting in September.
• Marcia said that the committee is soliciting suggestions for a theme name for the

show and that one would be announced at the August program meeting.
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Workshop: 
Carolyn Duncan reported:
• The program for the August workshop is as listed in the bulletin.  
• The 24" saw, with a new motor from Covington, is almost up and running. Covington

will fabricate a mount for the feeder system and Ben Shutman will pick it up and
install it. 

• Other maintenence issues were discussed.

Ways & Means: 
Carolyn Duncan reported:
• The rock sale on July 22nd and 23rd was a success and that all material had been

sold. It netted the Society $1012.00 ($918.39 after sales taxes).
• We have a large drum of rock saw oil, with a hand pump. We need a place to store

this and smaller containers in which to transfer the oil.

Librarian Report:   
Director Jennifer Jang was absent and there was no report.

Hospitality and Refreshments:
Cindy Lamarche, Chair, reported that the Hospitality Committee has received numerous
requests from our members to hold a boutique sale and requested approval from the
Board to hold such an event.  

Members would be able to sell items that they made or accumulated. There would also
be a small display area and a PLS Information table. The sale would pay for itself from
fees paid by the members who would contract with the board for the privilege of selling at
the event.  They reported that the Glendora Masonic Lodge had been reserved for the
event, members committed, insurance and advertising prepared for the event to be held
November 4th 2017.

Linda Nelson reported that clubs in the Northwest Federation are doing this now, and that
the process was outlined to her by the President of the Northwest Federation, Jim Bosley,
at the Ventura AFMS show.

Joe and Marcia Goetz suggested that this would be acceptable if the Society were to
receive income from the event, but could not say what this amount would be. Amended
note: Marcia requested that this statement be added: “Marcia would be open to having a
second show only if it was legal to do so, as well as being profitable for the club”.

Ellen Ferrell said that the CFMS Legal Advisor, Jean Klotz, had been contacted and had
delivered a professional opinion that it was illegal for members to sell at an event of a non-
profit organization. She said that a CPA named Michael Kokinos, with 60 years of
experience, had also been contacted and had said that PLS would lose their non-profit
status if this was to occur. Amended note: Linda requested that this statement be added:
“The email from Jean Kotz did not express any legal opinion as to the proposed members
sale. She referred the question to  Michael Kokinos. Mr. Kokinos is a bookkeeper who has
never been a CPA and is not required to keep current in IRS regulations.”  
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Linda Nelson disputed these opinions, stating that, as a current CPA, she has worked with
many non-profit groups and is very familiar with the IRS laws pertaining to non-profit
organizations. She explained to the board members that the violation of IRS rules occurs
when a non-profit uses a portion of their net income for the significant benefit of an officer
or director of the organization. She stated that she currently works as a financial advisor
for non-profit organizations that consider member sales to be in the long-term interest of
the organization and that a member sale by PLS members would not violate IRS rules. 

Ben Shutman said that his review of the inurement restrictions of the IRS agreed with
Linda’s assessment and that they did not affect the Society’s having a member sale.
 
Mark Nelson agreed with the findings of the Hospitality Committee and asked that the
President bring the matter to a vote. Ellen Ferrell deferred, pending more comments by
board members. No other member of the board reported having personally researched the
IRS regulations, but they expressed concern that this action might not be legal and
suggested that this idea be tabled until more study could be done. On behalf of Hospitality
Committee, Linda Nelson withdrew their recommendation for a members show at this
time.
  
Sunshine:
Cindy Lamarche reported no activity this month and asked for input as it was available.

Historian/Publicity:
Elizabeth Weston was absent and there was no report.

Old Business
A. Operating Regulations. Chris Kyte will hold meetings to finalize the format of the

operating regulations. 

New Business
1. Nominating Committee. Ellen announced that she had appointed Marcia Goetz as

the committee chair and asked for two nominations from the board. Chris Kyte and
Joe Goetz volunteered and were appointed by Ellen to the committee. Two more
will be selected by the membership at the August meeting.

2. December Meeting and Party. 
< Cindy reported that The Lodge At Sierra Madre is available for the event on

Thursday, December 7th, at a cost of $50 per hour plus a $50 cleaning fee.
She noted that Sierra Madre requires that the event be closed by 8pm due
to a noise ordinance.

< Board members suggested that the event be moved to Saturday, December
9th and that it start around 10 or 11am with crafting and an early dinner,
officer installation and a gift exchange. 

< Cindy noted that Saturday is a premium rate day for The Lodge At Sierra
Madre, but that she will look into the costs and other options to report to the
board in September.
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Adjournment: Next Meeting – It was recognized that the next PLS Board Meeting will be
Thursday, September 7th, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. in the same location as this meeting.
President Ferrell declared the meeting to be adjourned at 9:17 P.M. Pacific Time.

Respectfully submitted by
Mark Nelson, Secretary
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