
PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
December 1, 2016  

A meeting of the Board of Directors (BOD) of the Pasadena Lapidary Society (PLS), a California
corporation, was held on Thursday December 1, 2016 at 7:15 P.M., Pacific Time, at Mimi’s Café, 500
Huntington Drive, Monrovia, California, 91016.

Present:
Officers - Ellen Ferrell, President; Mona Ross, Vice President: Mark Nelson, Secretary:  Linda Nelson,
Treasurer;
Chairs & Trustees - Carolyn Duncan, Ed Imlay,.

Officers/Chairs/Directors Absent: Joe Goetz, Marcia Goetz, Jennifer Jang, Chris Kyte, Elizabeth Weston.
Also Present: Victor Castellano, Cindy Lamarche
Counsel Present:  There was no counsel present
Attendees participating via telephone or electronically: None

Call to Order:  President Ellen Ferrell called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  There was no request to
electronically record this meeting.  Of the 11 Officers and Directors, 6 were confirmed present. The
President announced that 7 board members are required for a quorum and determined that there was no
quorum for this meeting.

REPORTS

Secretary's Report:  
• Minutes: The minutes of the board meeting of November 3, 2016 had been distributed via

email and a copy was available at the meeting. Approval was postponed to a future
meeting.

• Correspondence: Mark Nelson reported the following correspondence: 
1. Bank of America - statements for the two checking accounts
2. Package of lapidary tips for Ellen Ferrell from M. Marks
3. Application from Nina Kittlitz and her son, Miles
4. Application from Jason Claus
5. Dues from members
6. ROTY ballots from members
7. Advertisement from I. M. Chait auctioneers
8. November newsletter from the Underground Gold Miners Museum in Allegheny, California
9. Letter from Friends In Deed asking for donations to their food bank and women’s shelter.
Outgoing Correspondence: None

Treasurer's Report:
• Linda Nelson distributed a preliminary 2017 budget with the changes accepted by the Board at the

November meeting.  
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Vice President's Report:
Mona Ross reported.
• Programs: The January program will be something to do with Quartzsite, possibly presented by

Walt Lombardo.
• Rock of the Month: One of the Nishimura children will be the speaker. She is waiting for

information from them.
• Rockhound Of The Year: 

< The president asked Mona and Victor Castellano to count the ballots. 
< Mona announced that Rex Nishimura was elected as ROTY and Alyson Nishimura as

Junior ROTY.
< Mark & Linda Nelson were tasked to order the plaques to be presented at the banquet.
< As Secretary, Mark was designated to send the information to CFMS.

Federation Report:
• Federation Director Joe Goetz reported by mail that the CFMS is planning to ask all of the member

clubs and societies to have their presidents sign a letter on behalf of their organization in support
of open areas for collecting. The board members were polled and all agreed that the Society
President would do so at the appropriate time.

Trustees Report: 
All of the trustees (Joe Goetz, Marcia Goetz and Chris Kyte) were absent, so there was no report.
Linda noted that she is still working to gather the support documents for last year’s finances which
were requested by the trustees.

Bulletin Report:
Director Mark Nelson stated that copies of this month’s PLS bulletin had been mailed to recipients
via USPS. He requested that, due to the pressure of the December holidays, that the directors’
reports be submitted promptly by the 15th of the month.

Education/Display Report: 
Director Ed Imlay reported on planned presentations:
• On December 9th, Ed Imlay will talk to groups of students at Harrison Elementary School in

celebration of their Science Night. 
• There will not be a display at the December Meeting.
• The birthstone for the month of January is Garnet.

Field Trip Report:
Director Joe Goetz was absent and there was no field trip report. 

Membership Report
Director Marcia Goetz was absent. She had submitted to Ellen Ferrell a list of prospective members for
approval. 
• Those individuals ready for board approval are: Emily Traeger, Clyde Latimer, Elaine Ige and Kyle

Bright. 
• Mark Nelson moved to approve the list of individuals, seconded by Ed Imlay. Chris Kyte was called

at home to be the 7th vote on the motion and it passed unanimously. 
• Mark Nelson asked about the issue of current members bringing in other family members as PLS

members. The board members present decided on a policy which would work thus:
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< Minor children of current members may be admitted without requiring them to have
attended three Society functions. They would have to become of age and receive safety
instructions before being admitted to the Workshop.

< Adult children and other family members will have to attend three Society functions. They
would also have to receive safety instructions before being admitted to the Workshop.

< Adult children and other family members whose only function as a member is to provide
assistance to the member in attending Society functions would be treated on a case-by-case
basis.

Show Report:
Director Marcia Goetz was absent and there was no report. 

Ways & Means: 
Carolyn Duncan reported that the Rhodonite slabs that she has been bringing for the meeting raffle are very
popular. She asked that the other directors bring attractive items to add to the diversity of the raffle prizes. 

Librarian Report:   
As Director Jennifer Jang was absent, there was no report.

Hospitality and Refreshments:
• Cindy Lamarche reported that plans are complete for the 70th Anniversary holiday dinner meeting

the next week. 
• She is working on the list of people to bring refreshments for the 2017 meetings, and said the she

and Linda Nelson will bring the refreshments for January. 

Sunshine:
Cindy Lamarche reported that she is sending cards of sympathy or congratulations as she is informed of the
need for such.

Workshop:
Director Carolyn Duncan reported:
• One of the polishing units has one or more wheels that need to be resurfaced - 2 diamond hard

wheels and 4 soft-back wheels. She would like to have the work done between workshops, so the
unit would not be out of service entirely.  Mark will call Johnson Brothers and ask for the
information and provide it to Carolyn.

• The 10" saw is not working properly and Carolyn may take it to Covington to evaluate for a
possible repair.

• Ellen and Marcia will be at the check-in desk in December.
• Ellen noted that it was a lot of work at the November workshop to get through all of the safety

instructions.
• Carolyn expects a lot of interest in Phil Lahr’s chain making class in December.
• Ed Imlay will have a cabbing class from 9:15am to 10:15am if there is interest.

Historian/Publicity:
As Director Elizabeth Weston was absent, there was no report. 
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Old Business
A. Government Affairs Representative: 

• Ellen Ferrell said that she objects to the use of the term “Government Affairs
Representative”. She said that she called CFMS President John Martin and that he suggested
that the title be “Conservation And Legislation Committee Chair”. 

• She asked for the opinion of the directors and all agreed. She appointed Victor Castellano
to chair this committee and to report on affairs to the board.

• Victor Castellano reported that he had spoken to the office of the Mayor of Pasadena and
will have a nice proclamation of congratulations for the Society’s 70th Celebration. 

• Victor further reported that a state Representative is also preparing a certificate.
• Ellen reported that she had received a certificate of appreciation from the CFMS. 

New Business
1. Bylaws Update – Ellen Ferrell noted that bylaws changes are to be done in odd-numbered years and

asked for the board members to read the bylaws and to note any changes that need to be made. She
will appoint a Bylaws Committee next year.

2. Ellen asked that the board approve a reimbursement for Joe Goetz for his mileage in attending the
Federation Directors Meeting in Visalia last month. Mark noted that, since Marcia is now on the
board and had attended a required meeting on the day after her election she would be eligible for
mileage reimbursement. The discussion was tabled pending a confirmation by the CFMS Executive
Secretary of Marcia’s eligibility for mileage reimbursement.

3. 2018 Rockhound Of The Year
• Victor Castellano stated that it was his opinion that there should not be write-in candidates

for an uncontested nomination. 
• Mona Ross expressed her appreciation that those who were unanimously nominated were

then elected. She said that she would be active in encouraging members to participate in the
nomination process for next year’s ROTY.

4. Rocks for the workshop 
• Mona Ross asked about teaching members how to prepare rocks at the workshop to prep

them for the machines. 
• Carolyn noted that rocks of a hardness of 7 - even some with the hardness of 4 and 5 were

not good candidates for some workshop processes.
• Ed Imlay noted that a lap plate or sandpaper on top of plate glass can be used to work stones

by hand.  This works better with softer stones.

5. President Ferrell announced that the next PLS Board Meeting will be Thursday, January
5, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. at this same location. Board members were invited to come at 6pm
for a meal prior to the meeting.  

Ed Imlay moved to adjourn, second by Carolyn Duncan and President Ferrell declared the
meeting to be adjourned at 8:35 P.M. Pacif ic Time.

Page 4


