
 Pasadena Lapidary Society 

Minutes of the Board of Directors 

October 6, 2016 

Present: President Ellen Ferrell, Vice-President Mona Ross, Treasurer Linda Nelson, 
Federation Director, PLS Director and Field Trip Chair Joe Goetz, Ways & Means Chair and 
Workshop Chair Carolyn Duncan, Display Table and Education Chair Ed Imlay, Director 
Chris Kyte, Director and Membership Chair Marcia Goetz, Hospitality and Sunshine Chair 
Cindy Lamarche, Visitors: Victor Castellano, Ralph and Becky Fregoso. 

Absent: Secretary, Bulletin Editor and Web Master Mark Nelson, Publicity Chair Elizabeth 
Weston, Librarian Jennifer Jang. 

The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Pasadena Lapidary Society was called to order 
by President Ellen Ferrell at 7:17 PM, at Mimi's Cafe Restaurant, Monrovia, CA. A quorum 
was confirmed. 

Secretary: Mark Nelson was not present and he had stated prior to the meeting he would 
provide the copies of the minutes for the board, however only two copies were available. 
Linda read the minutes of the September 1, 2016 meeting. Joe Goetz made a motion to 
approve them as corrected, seconded by Chris Kyte. All approved pending corrections 8-0. 

The Board reviewed the Secretary's Report that Mark had provided. He reported there were 
several applications, a bank statement, an insurance letter from McDaniels about the D  & O 
Insurance and a USPS rent due notice received. Also, several thank you letters and a form to 
CFMS were sent. In the thank you letters the Board had a question on two of the donations. 
In question were the donations from Juliana Witherby and Annette Bernardino of which the 
Board was not aware. A report of what was received and where they are stored was 
requested. 

Treasurer: Linda Nelson reported we took in more money then we spent. Receipts were 
$1,1611 and included bead sales at Bon Paphatsarang's class of $918, meeting fund raiser  
$108, vests and shirts $55, dues of $304 and contribution from Mark and Linda of $96. 
Distributions were $996 which included $213 for bulletin, $275 for Officers and Director's 
Insurance, membership $16, postage $56, program fee $120, storage $110 and workshop 
$206. Chris moved that the Treasurer's Report be approved, seconded by Mona Ross. 
Motion approved 8-0. 

Marcia submitted a receipt for reimbursement for the mileage to and from the 2016 Annual 
Show  CFMS and Convention in Placerville, CA as approved at the previous meeting in 
September. Also submitted was a receipt for postage to mail the dealer contracts and flyers 
for the 2017 Pasadena annual show. 

Vice President: Mona Ross reported Tony Fender will do the program for October on Mt. St. 
Helen. November's meeting will be a DVD on mining in South America.  
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Rock of the Month talk: Elizabeth Weston will talk about Leaverite in October and Chris Kyte 
will talk on Elestria quartz crystals in November. January, February and March the Nishimura 
children will be doing the talk. 

Mona had the Rockhound of the Year nominations with her at the meeting but none were 
returned. Linda said that Mark had received some through the web site. Rockhound of the 
Year voting will be at the November general meeting 

Federation Director: Joe Goetz reported on the meeting at Placerville. The meeting went 
well and the show was nice. Ventura will host the 2017 Annual Gem & Mineral Show which 
will be the CFMS and AFMS show. Joe has been asked to do the Club Central at the 2017 
show. The Reno club received the most trophies for their competitive cases. 

Trustees: Marcia Goetz reported the audit will be completed when the final information is 
received later in October. 

Bulletin and Web Master: Linda Nelson reported for Mark Nelson that the bulletin went out 
today. A Bulletin and Web Master Report was submitted to the board stating that: the article 
on Collecting Jade at Jade Cove by Jennifer Nishimura won 1st place at CFMS and she 
received a plaque; the article on Iron Sand by Paolo Sanchez won 3rd place and received a 
certificate; the PLS 2015 Yearbook received 1st place by CFMS and Mark accepted the 
plaque on behalf of PLS for 2015 and 2016. Mark feels there have been articles submitted for 
our newsletter by PLS that are good enough for judging. CFMS Editor's Contest deadline for 
2016 is January 6, 2017. 

Webmaster's Report said the web site was updated as of October 2nd. Also, at the CFMS 
Show and Convention the Pasadena Lapidary Society website was judged 3rd in the 
Federation. The Society will receive a certificate. 

Display Table: Ed Imlay said that the display for October will be Opal and Tourmaline. 

Education: Ed Imlay reported that there are no school visits currently scheduled. 

Ed reported that Jacob and Lidia are doing the inventory and passed around an example of 
the inventory list. They have started with the workshop and will continue there. It is yet to be 
determined how to tag the inventory. Lidia is looking into an inventory software. 

Field Trip: Joe Goetz said the trip to Searles Lake is an unofficial trip, if you go wear old 
clothes. October 22 and 23 is the field trip to the Whittier Claim. Jay and Joe did an 
exploratory trip and the roads are in good shape at this time. 

In November there is a field trip listed to Ridgecrest but Joe needs to call Indian Wells to see 
if there is anyone to guide a field trip, or, Joe is going to cancel that trip because we also 
have the November trip to the Owen's Valley for Thanksgiving. 
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Membership: Marcia Goetz brought up the topic of membership eligibility. Currently new 
members are expected to participate in three events before being voted in and one of them 
has to be the workshop. Chris said some of the people can't make it to it to the workshop for 
various reasons, however, anyone who goes to the workshop has to receive an orientation to 
participate. Carolyn suggested we make a note on Valerie's liability sheets noting the date of 
orientation. Mona also felt the workshop should not be a mandatory event to become a 
member. Carolyn reiterated that  if a person has completed all three events without one of 
them being a workshop and then they want to attend the workshop they will have to have an 
orientation before participating.  

Joe Goetz made a motion that going to the workshop is optional and is not required as one of 
the three activities to be a member and any three events will qualify. Carolyn Duncan 
seconded the motion. Motion approved 8-0. 

Marcia said we are running low on the membership badge blanks and requested we place 
another order. Chris made a motion we purchase new badge blanks at the last order quantity 
with the price break that was given. Joe seconded the motion. Motion approved 8-0. 

Marcia handed out the membership report and noted that no one on the list had completed 
the three events. Mona said that Guzman Chaviarria had attended the August meeting and 
that would make the 3rd event. Marcia Goetz made a motion to approve Guzman Chavarria's 
membership, seconded by Joe Goetz. Motion approved 8-0. 

Marcia reported that last month we had discussed the need to purchase vests and t-shirts but 
forgot to get a motion. Chris Kite made a motion to approve the purchase of vests and t-
shirts. Mona Ross seconded the motion. Motion approved 8-0. It was requested that some 4x 
and 6x vests and t-shirts be included in the order. 

Historian: Mona has spoken with Elizabeth about the direction of the History Project. 
Elizabeth would like to see a historical book documenting what has happened yearly. Mona 
said her vision would be a video or slide program with a tighter time line. they want to 
interview some of the long-time members. We will have 5 years to complete the project. 
Mona asked if there were any suggestions of people to interview and received several 
suggestions. They are looking for other members to help serve on the committee. 

Hospitality and Sunshine Chair:  Cindy reported refreshments are fine. We may need help 
in November if it is the 4th Tuesday because Cindy has other obligations. Victor said he 
would be willing to help.  

Linda reported that she and Cindy had spoken to St. Gregory's and their building holds 200 
people, has a kitchen and adequate parking. Cost is $600.  

Linda said The Lodge in Sierra Madre was available for $50 per hour. We can be there from 
4:30-8 PM and is contingent on our members being quiet when leaving. Linda feels we can 
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compress the program to fit in that time frame. Chris suggested Lake Avenue Church, they 
have plenty of parking and a kitchen. Linda said she is partial to The Lodge and 
recommended it for the party. The Board agreed and she will proceed with securing the 
location. 

Workshop: Carolyn said Mark had sent out a letter saying we have not been doing the 
orientation of new members attending the workshop and signed it as PLS Secretary and 
CFMS Safety Chair. Carolyn, in reference to the memo, said she has been to all but two 
workshops and when she wasn't there either Joe or Ed did the orientations for her. Mark 
indicated we need to have several other criteria as stated in the memo to Carolyn. Carolyn 
handed out the Orientation Guide she uses and has made available for others to use and has 
been in place since the previous workshop location. Prior to Ed doing the workshop 
orientations he followed Carolyn around with the basic list to acquaint himself with the guide. 
Carolyn asked us to look at the memo and comment. Joe said we could eliminate the tests 
and the annual renewal.  

Ralph said we do everything the State already requires for safety.  

Joe wondered if other large clubs with workshops were being reviewed for safety issues as 
well by the CFMS Safety Chair, or if this is just concerning PLS. Carolyn said she felt that the 
memo was in reaction to removing the mandatory visit to the workshop. Chris said it would be 
nice to know who at the workshop had first aid training. Ellen said she has asked Mark 
several times if he could do a safety review. 

Joe Goetz made a motion we provide safety instruction as we have in the past as opposed to 
the tests and quizzes. Chris Kyte seconded the motion. Motion approved 8-0. 

Carolyn added that if anyone witnesses anything unsafe to notify any of the board members 
or shop stewards immediately. 

Another item Carolyn addressed was removing the Membership Handbook from the PLS 
website as it contains information that is not supposed to be posted on the internet. Chris 
made a motion to remove the handbook from the web, Joe seconded the motion. Motion 
approved 8-0. 

Carolyn reported George Snyder's son had contacted PLS about a donation of rock. On 
further research we found it was for sale and he was wanting our help to put the rock in the 
driveway in preparation for a rock sale. He also had a saw without a lid. Carolyn told him the 
club doesn't need the rock or the saw. 

Carolyn reported that she and Ellen had taken some of the beads  and cabs from the 
donation from Farrin O'Connor to Bon Paphatsarang's class at Baldwin Park. Sales for two 
days were $918. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 
Operation Rules meeting is scheduled for October 20 at 2 PM at Carolyn's house. 

Marcia Goetz passed out a revised Membership Handbook and asked the Board to review it 
and let her know if they see any corrections. There is a page in the book which instructs how  

to log onto the Yahoo page which will be removed because it will probably be moved to PLS's 
web page. Ellen has talked to Phil and he is okay with dropping the site and working with 
Mark. 

Show Report: Marcia Goetz asked the Board to make a decision on whether to change the 
floor plan for the show. The change would remove one of the dealers and place Backus in 
that spot. We would then move our Silent Auction to the spot where Backus had been where 
we will have more room for auction items. By doing that we can move the Hourly Drawing to 
the Dealer Room. We can also move the Grab Bags from the lobby area and place them in 
the same room with the Silent Auction, by doing this it will give the Raffle area in the lobby 
more room and less congestion. Joe Goetz made a motion to approve the new option B for 
the floor plan at the 2017 show. Chris Kyte seconded the motion. Motion approved 8-0. 

The use of names on the raffle tickets and the door prize tickets for creating a mailing list was 
discussed. If we want a mailing list we should have a book for visitors to sign or have a 
postcard for them to pre-address. Joe Goetz made a motion that the raffle tickets and door 
prize tickets cannot be used for mailing lists. Chris Kyte seconded the motion. Motion 
approved 8-0. 

Commendation from the City of Pasadena Report: Victor Castellano informed the board of 
his efforts in getting a Commendation from the City of Pasadena. We are to supply the city 
with the wording we want to be on it and it will be presented at the City Council meeting. We 
then present it to ourselves at our Christmas party. Victor asked for help with the wording, 
Marcia volunteered since she has had prior experience. 

Government Affairs Representative: Ellen said we do not have a Governmental Affairs 
Representative in our by-laws. Victor Castellano was encouraged to join ALAA, the 
association who works with legislation to keep public lands open, as a means of helping the 
society with legislation. 

Rock Cleaning Party: Carolyn Duncan said we need a rock cleaning meeting in November 
in preparation for the rock sale at Victors'.  
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NEW BUSINESS 
Nomination for CFMS Secretary: Ellen announced that the CFMS has asked Marcia to run 
for Secretary. Ellen passed out Marcia's resume and said we need a vote from the Board. 
Carolyn Duncan made a motion to nominate Marcia Goetz for CFMS Secretary, Linda Nelson  
seconded the motion. A vote was taken by secret ballot and counted by Leonard Ross. 
Motion was approved 8-0. 

Yahoo Groups: Ellen wanted to see if the Board wanted to take action on eliminating the 
Yahoo Group and have the information be included in the PLS web page and give Phil Lahr 
access to the website. Mona said she had spoken with Elizabeth Weston, Publicity Chair, and 
she said she was fine on closing the Yahoo count. Ed said the Yahoo group has been open 
to non-members and asked if it will continue, Ed also said he didn't feel everything needed to 
be moved.  Ellen said anyone - member or non-member - can look at our Society's website  

the way it is now. Joe made a motion to close the Yahoo groups and move the  information to 
the PLS web and give Phil full access. Carolyn seconded the motion. Motion approved 8-0. 

Adjournment: The President asked if there was any further business to come before the 
Board. There was none, so Carolyn Duncan made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Joe 
Goetz and approved by the Board. President Ellen Ferrell declared the meeting to be 
adjourned at 9:49 PM, Pacific Standard Time. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Marcia Goetz 


