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Dr. Aaron Celestian will be the guest speaker at the program meeting of the Pasadena Lapidary
Society on Tuesday, March 21, 2017. There is no fee to attend the meeting and the public is welcome!

Dr. Aaron Celestian, curator of gems and minerals at the Natural History Museum in Los Angeles will
give a talk entitled "Living in a Mineral World", which is about minerals and the environment. 

Dr. Aaron Celestian did his undergraduate degree in Geology at the University of Arizona in Tucson,
and both his Master’s and Ph.D. were awarded to him at Stony Brook University in New York. While
at Stony Brook, he was appointed as a Visiting Researcher at the Carnegie Institute’s Geophysical
Laboratory for a year. After his Ph.D., Dr. Celestian taught Environmental Sciences at CUNY
Queen’s College, and later moved to Bowling Green, KY where he was an Associate Professor of
Geology and Director of the Advanced Materials Institute at Western Kentucky University. 

Now the Curator of Mineral Sciences at the Natural
History Museum of Los Angeles, Dr. Celestian is working
with Earth materials to find new uses for them in industrial
and environmental technologies. His biggest impact has
been in the use of nano-crystalline minerals for
remediation applications in high-level radioactive waste
tanks at the Savannah River and Hanford waste sites. The
minerals he studies are also being used to clean the
contaminated waters at the Fukushima nuclear disaster. 

His on-going research in experimental design, mineral
discovery & application, and crystal growth & design
continues the development of novel nano-crystalline Earth
materials for wide variety of demanding applications. Dr.
Celestian plans to continue his environmental studies and
interface that work with the mining, oil & gas, and
pharmaceutical industries where he feels he can make the
biggest impact in finding new ways to advance material
science based on the natural design of minerals.


