2017 Afton Canyon Field Trip
by Mark Nelson, Secretary

When: The dates are Thursday, November 23rd through
Sunday, November 26th, 2017.
History: About 15,000 years ago there was a massive lake catching the
snow melt on the north side of the San Gabriel and San Bernardino
mountains. Lake Manix was 11 miles wide and stretched 90 miles from the
mountains to the hills at Afton, where it was 500-600 feet deep! Whether
by erosion or earthquake there was a catastrophic draining of the lake
which cut the beautiful canyon that we see today!
The Plan: Each day over the long Thanksgiving weekend we will lead
guided trips to areas within Afton Canyon and Baxter Wash. This area is
known to be productive for rockhounds, and is a great field trip that is
interesting to both the novice and the seasoned Rockhound. The views
will surprise and amaze you!
Registering For This Trip: Registration is required for this field trip. See
the details on the third page.

Access: With any luck the weather will be perfect to collect lapidary
material and a good time will be had by all. This field trip is not suitable for
passenger cars. High-clearance vehicles, trucks and SUV’s are required.
4x4 travel is recommended.
Collecting: Red and yellow agate, jasper,
plume and sagenite, opalite, calcite rhombs,
chalcedony roses, amygdules, green fluorite,
onyx and much more — don’t forget great
photographs!
Day Trip or Lodging ?: Because of the
Sagenite Spray
distance to the meeting point, from
Pasadena, this trip is not recommended as a day trip without at least one
overnight stay. There are plenty of motels in Barstow, which is only 42
miles (1 hour) from the camp site.
Camping: The camping area is just Camper or out of the back of a vehicle
above the BLM Afton Canyon Campground (at the group camp or overflow
camping area). The camp area is on the
right just before going down hill to the
official BLM camping area and at the
end of the curve. There should be a
PLS field trip sign on the fence where
you turn to pull into the overflow camping area. The overflow camping area is excellent for self-contained
campers. The regular BLM campground is nearby and is another option
for our members as a place to camp that has toilets, water and fire pits.
Meals: There are no facilities for food in
the area. Those planning to camp should
be self-contained with enough food and
water for the days you are there. Those
“motel camping” in Baker or Barstow
should plan to bring food and water each
day. For those joining us on Thursday, our
Thanksgiving feast will be a potluck - prepare enough on one dish so that it can be
shared by 8 people.

Briefing: Whether you camp or
“motel camp” we will meet for a
briefing at 8am each day. If you
drive up on Friday and arrive after
we have departed, we will leave a
note giving you suggested areas to
explore until we return to camp between 3 and 4pm that afternoon.

This is a great trip for
families and those who will
enjoy a guided trip into
seldom-seen areas of
Southern California!

Warm memories of times spent
around a camp fire also mean
dressing warmly for the cool
evenings!

Registering For This Trip: Registration is required for this field trip.
Weather is a factor that could affect this trip and could determine where
we actually end up going. It is important that we know who is planning to
attend the trip, how many and a good cell phone contact number because,
as with everything in life, plans can change - so let our field trip leader
know if you are planning to attend! The field trip leader for this trip is Joe
Goetz and he can be reached at (626) 260-7239 or at
joenmar1@yahoo.net.

Directions To The Field Trip
For such an unknown and remote area —
getting there is surprisingly simple!
Directions: It’s an easy 2-1/2 hour drive from Pasadena.
 Get on I-210 E and drive East for 37 miles.
 Take I-15 North for 67 miles to Barstow. Fill your gas tank.
 Continue another 42 miles on I-15 North to exit 221 – Afton Road.
 Turn right onto Afton Road (becomes dirt surface) for 11 min (3.5 mi).
 The “overflow camping” area is on the right, just before the road takes
a dip into the Afton Canyon Campground. Watch for PLS signs.

Author J. Smeaton Chase once said
“You find interesting people, naturally, in
interesting places!”
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